
Whip Review Committee Decisions 2026: 

On Tuesday 16 June 2026 the Whip Review Committee convened to consider potential breaches 

of Rule (F)45 following referrals from the racecourse Stewards and their own independent review 

of races run from 10 June 2026 – 14 June 2026, inclusive. A summary of their findings is outlined 

below. 

 

Kempton Park 10 June 2026:  

Race 5 - The Unibet 40,000+ Live Streamed Events Handicap (London Sprint Series Qualifier) 

(Div I) (Class 4) 

Kieren Shoemark, the rider of the winner, MOONSHINE (IRE), was found to have used his twice 

above the permitted level of six from turning into the home straight. He will be suspended for 7 

days from Wednesday 24 to Tuesday 30 June 2026, inclusive.  

 

Sandown Park 12 June 2026:  

Race 6 - The Ministry Of Sound At Sandown Park 24 July Handicap (Class 4) 

Pat Dobbs, the rider of TAMBORA, placed fourth, was found to have used his whip once above 

the permitted level of six from approximately one and half furlongs out. He will be suspended for 4 

days from Tuesday 30 June 2026 to Friday 03 July 2026, inclusive.  

 

York 12 June 2026:  

Race 3 - The British EBF Fillies' Handicap (Class 2) 

Silvestre de Sousa, the rider of SHALLOW, placed third, was found to have used his whip once 

above the permitted level of six from approximately two furlongs out. Allowing for the fact that de 

Sousa has had over 200 rides in Great Britain since his previous whip breach, mitigation on penalty 

was applied. He will be suspended for 2 days, Monday 15 and Tuesday 30 June 2026.  

 

Race 5 - The Sky Bet The World's Gone Football Handicap (GBBPlus Race) (Class 2) 

Barry McHugh, the rider of CASTLE STUART (IRE), placed second, was found to have used his 

whip once above the permitted level of six from approximately two furlongs out. He will be 

suspended for 4 days from Tuesday 30 June 2026 to Friday 03 July 2026, inclusive. 

 

Sandown Park 13 June 2026:  

Race 3 - The BetMGM Scurry Stakes (Listed Race) (Class 1) 

Kevin Stott, the rider of LADY YOUMZAIN (IRE), placed second, was found to have used his 

whip once above the permitted level of six from approximately one and a half furlongs 

out. Taking into account that this was a Class 1 race, the penalty in respect of being above 

permitted level was doubled.  He will be suspended for 8 days from Tuesday 30 June 2026 to 

Tuesday 07 July 2026 inclusive.    



 

Chester 13 June 2026:  

Race 4 - The Colette, Lynn And Rachel's 50th Birthday Handicap (GBBPlus Race) (Class 3) 

Robbie Downey, the rider of the winner, ULTRASOUL (IRE), was found to have used his whip 

without giving his mount time to respond from approximately one furlong out. He will be suspended 

for 4 days from Sunday 19 to Wednesday 22 July 2026, inclusive, one of these days will be spent 

receiving specialised coaching.  

 

Leicester 13 June 2026: 

Race 5 - The Go West Play Live @leicesterraces Saturday 4th July Handicap (Class 6) 

Jack Gilligan, the rider of the winner, JACK ANDREA, was found to have used his whip twice above 

the permitted level of six from approximately 3 furlongs out. He will be suspended for 7 days from 

Friday 03 to Thursday 09 July 2026, inclusive.  

 

Panel:  

Sam Angell (Chair)  

Adrian Sharpe 

Phillip Spottiswood  

 


